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By WALTER WOODS

Atlanta, the town that's hosted everything from
monster trucks to the Olympic Games, will put
out its lucky, well-worn welcome mat today, this
time for the apostles of stock car racing.

About 15 NASCAR executives will fly here this

morning to mingle with local VIPs and hear why
NASCAR's hall of fame should come to a stop in
downtown Atlanta.

Atlanta is competing with four other
communities for the racing shrine. NASCAR
executives saw Daytona Beach, Fla.'s pitch last
week. Wednesday they'll be in Charlotte, then
Kansas City, Kan., on Thursday and Richmond
next Tuesday.

NASCAR officials probably will pare the list to
two or three cities this fall and decide on a home
for the hall by December.

Today is Atlanta's chance to show NASCAR
some Olympic-sized spirit.

A public rally for the bid is scheduled for 1:30
p.m. at the Fountain of Rings at Centennial
Olympic Park — across the street from the hall's
would-be home.

Winning the national NASCAR attraction is
critical to the state, city and downtown, said A.J.
Robinson, head of Central Atlanta Progress, a
downtown business group that's leading Atlanta's
racing hall of fame effort.

"It's worth $1 billion to the community. Whether
you like fast cars or not, that's a lot of money,"
Robinson told a group of business leaders
Monday. With the Georgia Aquarium and the
new World of Coca-Cola, a NASCAR shrine
"will establish Atlanta as a place where people
want to come and stay,” Robinson said.

The touring NASCAR executives will start their
visit at the Governor's Mansion in Buckhead,
where they'll hear the bid team's presentation
through the morning and stay for lunch.

Then they'll brave the August heat to tour the
hall's potential site, which is owned by Ted
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Turner and could be either leased or sold for the
attraction.

Robinson's NASCAR bid team, Atlanta Mayor
Shirley Franklin and others will hold a 3:30 p.m.
news conference about Atlanta's bid, and
afterward Franklin will have a reception for the
racing visitors at a downtown hotel.

The local effort would build a $92 million racing
shrine with $25 million from the state and $5
million in city tax breaks, as well as bank loans
and corporate support.
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