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MANY INVOLVED IN THE BIDDING TORN BETWEEN DIFFERENT LOYALTIES 

 
 
By RICK MINTER 

In the sport of NASCAR, where two companies hold 
most of the power, the bidding for a NASCAR hall of 
fame has put many of the players in awkward spots. 

It's like business partners trying to decide which one of 
their employees will get a coveted assignment. 

Both International Speedway Corp. and Speedway 
Motorsports Inc. are involved in city bids for a hall of 
fame. ISC is controlled by the France family, which 
owns NASCAR, as well as racetracks in three of the 
competing cities: Richmond, Daytona Beach, Fla., and 
Kansas City, Kan. 

SMI owns six tracks, including those in Atlanta and Charlo
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Concord, N.C. Wheeler wants the hall in Charlotte. 
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"Nobody in Charlotte told me not to help Atlanta," he said. 
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grew up in Virginia. You're supporting us, aren't you?' " he

Bruton Smith, chairman of Speedway Motorsports, has con
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supporting the bid of his hometown, Charlotte, where he a
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Clark said he doesn't believe conflicts and politics will keep the most deserving bidder from winning 
the hall. 

"I think there's going to be some [politics], but the long-term process is going to be to make the best 
selection and the best location, not only for five years down the road but long term," he said. 

There's talk that Lesa France Kennedy would like to see a hall in Kansas City, because it's an ISC 
track and she has spent a lot of time there. 

Kennedy is head of ISC but also a member of the France family, which controls NASCAR and will 
help make the final decision. 

Clark said he doesn't believe Kennedy will put her personal wishes ahead of what's best for the sport, 
but he's also not sure exactly what NASCAR is looking for in a hall of fame. 

"That's what everybody is searching for," he said. "What are the hot buttons?" 

Clark said that until the final decision is made, there will be people working against friends and foes 
alike to get a favorable nod from NASCAR. 

"There will be every kind of politicking and everything else because everybody wants [the hall of 
fame], and everybody sees the value of having it," he said. 


